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CLOTHED WITH POWER 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Luke 24:36-49 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said 

to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they 

saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise 

in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For 

a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for 

joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They 

gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 

46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 

rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 

of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But 

stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 

has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 

so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 

JUNE 8, 2014 

PENTECOST SUNDY 



 
2 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And 

whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.” (Colossians 3:12) 

“I am going to send you what My Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 

have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 

 

 

On the front cover of today’s service 

folder is a photo of a spacewalk. This 

astronaut is at work, at what appears to 

be the International Space Station. If you 

look at the top of the photo, you can see 

that the earth is close by, because the 

space station orbits the earth. Now, look 

at how the astronaut is clothed. He is 

clothed with technology. For work 

outside of the spacecraft, proper clothing is a necessity. Not only is there no oxygen to 

breathe in space. There is no pressure to keep the blood circulating. Also, there are 

extreme temperatures in space: as high as 248 degrees and as low as minus 148 

degrees. Without a spacesuit, an astronaut in space could lose consciousness as 

quickly as 15 seconds and would survive for only a couple of minutes. Every inch of skin 

on the spacewalking astronaut is covered by the spacesuit and helmet, in which a 

constant pressure is maintained and a constant air flow is maintained. The suit and 

helmet are designed to protect the astronaut from ultraviolet rays and extreme 

temperatures. If you see a movie like Apollo 13 or Gravity, then you get a pretty 

realistic look at how inhospitable space is and how necessary is the proper clothing for 

an astronaut. 
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So, is there also proper clothing for a Christian? What I mean by proper clothing is 

clothing that is necessary for this work. This work that Jesus is doing and which He calls 

us to do: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) What, if any, is the 

necessary clothing for this work?  

 

Well, we recall that John the Baptizer’s clothing was made of camel’s hair. Should we 

be clothed with camel’s hair? And we remember that when Jesus sent out His disciples 

to heal others and to preach the nearness of God’s reign, they were told not to take 

an extra set of clothes or sandals. But we remember also that night Jesus took off His 

outer clothing and wrapped a towel around His waist. Then, He began to wash His 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around Him.  

Aha! Should we be clothed with a towel? No, but that same night that He washed 

their feet, clothed with a towel around His waist, Jesus told those twelve hand-picked 

men, “Love one another. As I have loved you…” As I have loved you to the point of 

washing your feet for you, “so you must love one another.” (John 13:34) 

 

Years later, Paul may have had that story in mind. He was writing a letter to the 

Christians in the city of Colosse. And he was writing to them about loving one another. 

That story about Jesus wearing a towel may have been the very story he wanted the 

Christians in Colosse to remember when he wrote the words we read in 3:12. 

“Therefore as God’s hand-picked people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each other 

and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the 

Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues, put on love…” (Col. 3:12-14) Clothed with 

love. 

 

Love is the necessary clothing for this work. In order to make disciples we must first 

remember that’s what our work is about. Making disciples out of love for Christ. Making 

disciples out of love for those who are perishing. If this is not what we’re about, then as 

Paul says we are a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal, and we are out of rhythm with 

God’s mission. Love is the necessary clothing for this work.  
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First we must love one another. We must have a towel-wrapped-around-our-waist kind 

of attitude toward one another. Then we must have a towel-wrapped-around-our-

waist kind of attitude towards others. To their needs we must show compassion and 

kindness. To their unbelief we must show our humility, not arrogance. To their failings we 

must show gentleness. To their hate we must respond with love and patience. To the 

ways in which they are different from us we must show openness. We must prove that 

our door is open. Not with arrogance can we do that. Not by giving others the 

impression that we think we’re better than them can prove our door is open.  With our 

openness, with our humility, with our love we show others that God so loved them that 

He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting 

life. 

 

Love is the necessary clothing for this work, but our love can malfunction. Look again 

at the astronaut’s clothing on the front cover of the service folder. And you may recall 

a story from the International Space Station last summer. Astronauts Chris Cassidy and 

Luca Parmitano were scheduled for a seven-hour spacewalk. It lasted for only an hour 

and a half, because Parmitano’s helmet began to fill up with water. Suddenly it was as 

if his head was stuck in a fishbowl. The water was from a part of the spacesuit that 

produces air conditioning. Well, the air conditioner in Parmitano’s spacesuit sprung a 

leak, and the water began to pour out of it and into Parmitano’s helmet. As soon as he 

realized the danger he was in and began to head back into the space station, he 

could no longer see where he was going. He couldn’t find his way, and he was in 

danger of drowning inside his own helmet. His technology clothing had 

malfunctioned.  

 

So, sometimes does our love clothing. Our towel-wrapped-around-our-waist attitude 

can malfunction. Our love can turn to arrogance, pride. Our love can turn to fear for 

our own future and fear for our church’s future and fear of our own failure and fear of 

letting others down. Such fears are not the same thing as loving those who are 

perishing. Such fears will not lead us to love one another or to love those who are 

perishing. So, in some situations, our own inner resources and inner strength are too 

small, too meager to love those who are perishing.  
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Astronaut Luca Parmitano was moments from perishing, from drowning in his own 

helmet. Then, fellow astronaut Chris Cassidy came to his rescue, guiding him into the 

airlock of the space station where in a few moments Parmitano would be able to 

safely remove his helmet. But in order to be in a position to rescue Parmitano, Cassidy 

had to be on that same spacewalk, clothed in a spacesuit, near enough to Parmitano 

to see he was in distress, near enough to be of help to him. 

 

God loves those who are perishing. He loves all of us with a love that never 

malfunctions. In that love, in order to rescue us from failings, failures, fears, and flat-

lining forever, He came near, He walked the walk that we walk, He was clothed in the 

same human flesh that we are, became one of us, bore our failings and failures, so 

that we are free to own up to them and move beyond them. He let Himself be 

crucified, let Himself flat-line forever in our place. In such love for the perishing, God 

sent His Son to do all of those things, and the proof of that is that He raised Jesus from 

death.  

 

Freed to own up to our failings and failures and move past them, on top of clothing 

ourselves with love Jesus adds an even more necessary item of clothing for this work. 

He reminded His first disciples about that item of clothing on the day God raised Him 

from the dead. Before they headed out and began to make disciples of all nations, 

He said to them, “Wait. Stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high.” (Luke 24:49) Clothed with power. Clothed with the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Holy Spirit is our clothing on top of clothing ourselves with love. The Holy Spirit 

empowers our towel-around-the-waist love for one another and for those who are 

perishing, clothes us with power in this work of making disciples. On this Pentecost, the 

Holy Spirit of our Baptism clothes us anew through the Word of God’s forgiveness in 

Christ that rescues us from our past failings and failures and fears. Astronauts are 

clothed with technology. You are clothed with power.  

 

AMEN 

 


